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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kleyn (5,468,923). 

With respect to Claims 1 and 5, Kleyn teaches a base (Figure 1 , #22) having an 
opening (40) constructed to allow air passage therethrough; and a cover (Figure 3, #20) 
having a cellular surface (34a) whereby the cover (20) is constructed to be attached and 
bonded (Figure 1 , #36) to the base (22) so as to enclose an air path (Figure 9, #38) 
therebetween. 

With respect to Claim 2, Kleyn teaches a second opening (Figure 1, #42) 
constructed to allow air passage therethrough. 

With respect to Claim 3, Kleyn teaches a cellular surface (Figure 3, #32a, 34a) 
integrally formed on an inner surface of the cover (20). 

With respect to Claims 6 and 7, Kleyn teaches said cellular surface (Figure 3, 
#32a, 34a) comprises a plurality of equally shaped cells (44) forming a waffle pattern. 

With respect to Claims 8, 9, 1 1 and 12, Kleyn teaches a pair of walls (Figure 2, 
#34a) extending from the base (22) and generally aligned with a pair of walls (34a) 
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extending from the cover (20), wherein said walls (34a) for a first and a second chamber 
(44) with an opening (38) for fluid communication therebetween. 

With respect to claim 10, it is inherent to construct an air intake silencer with 
sufficient rigidity to prevent substantial noise travel therethrough. 
3. Claims 1 , 4, 13-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Henmi (6,312,299). 

With respect to Claims 1 , 4 and 13, Henmi teaches an air intake silencer housing 
(figure 5, #12) comprising a base (94) having an inlet opening (104) constructed to allow 
air passage therethrough to an outlet (96); and a cover (98) having a cellular surface 
(Figure 15, #164), the cover (Figure 5, #98) constructed to be attached to the base (94) 
so as to enclose an air path therebetween; and incorporating said air intake silencer 
(12) into an engine (50) such that the opening allows air passage to a combustion 
chamber (97). 

With respect to Claim 14, Henmi teaches that first chamber (Figure 5, #106) and 
a second chamber (90) are formed along a path (108) so that a flow (128) therethrough 
must pass through both the first and the second chambers (106, 90). 

With respect to Claim 15, Henmi teaches a plurality of outlets (Figure 5, #96) 
constructed to allow air passage to a plurality of throttle bodies (102) of the engine (50). 

With respect to Claims 16-18, Henmi teaches the housing (12) further comprises 
a base (Figure 5, #94) and a cover (98) and the grid (Figure 15, #164) is formed at least 
on the cover (98), where in the grid (164) is made of a plurality cells (168) and is on the 
interior surface (101) of said cover (98). 
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With respect to Claim 19, Henmi teaches the outlet (Figure 5, #96) further 
comprises an axis that is generally perpendicular to the grid (Figure 8 - see 
perpendicular positing of outlet (94) to upper grid portion of cover (98)). 

With respect to Claim 20, Henmi teaches an air intake silencer mounted to an 
engine of a watercraft (Col. 2, Lines 35-36). 

With respect to Claim 21 , Henmi teaches an engine (Figure 5, #50) having at 
least one cylinder (51) defining a combustion chamber (97); an air intake (104) to 
deliver air to the engine (50); an air box (12) in fluid communication with the air intake 
(104) and having a flow path (128) therethrough; and a ribbed surface (164) on an 
inside surface (101) of the air box (12). 

With respect to Claim 22, Henmi teaches the air box (12) further comprises a 
base (Figure 5, #94) and a cover (98) wherein the base (94) is constructed to attach to 
the air intake (104) and the cover (98) is constructed to attach to the base (94) and the 
ribbed surface (Figure 8, 164) is formed on an inside (101) of the cover (98). 

With respect to Claim 23 and 24, Henmi teaches the air box (12) further 
comprises at least a pair of resonator chambers (90,106), wherein the pair of resonator 
chambers (90,106) are formed integrally with the air box. 

With respect to Claims 25 and 26, Henmi, teaches the ribbed surface (Figure 15, 
#164) comprises a plurality of parallel and perpendicular ridges, wherein an axis of the 
air intake (Figure 5, #104) is generally perpendicular to the ribbed surface (Figure 15, 
#164). 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pertinent arts of record related to air intake silencers are 
disclosed in the PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy A. Luks whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Martin can be reached on (571) 272-2107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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